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11/9/2019
Attn.:- Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU)
Dear Sir/Madam,
Comments on the Consultation - Irish Water Revenue Control (2020-2024)
In response to invitation to interested parties to submit comments on the consultation for - Irish Water Revenue
Control (2020-2024) please note the following:In July 2018 Cork County Council made a submission to Irish Water (IW) on IW’s “Draft Investment Plan for
Stakeholder Consultation – June 2018”. We note that the omissions we had highlighted in that submission have not
been included in the subsequent plan submitted to the regulator by IW i.e. “Investment Plan for CRU review –
November 2018”. Nonetheless, the regulator has recommended a further reduction in the capital spend. In this
regard I attach our original comments to Irish Water which are submitted now as comments on the Consultation.
Regards
Tom
(on behalf of K. Morey – County Engineer)
Tom Comerford BE, MBA, C.Eng., FIEI
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Snr. Engineer, Water Services Capital Projects Office, Cork County Council, Model Business Park, Model Farm Rd., Cork
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In order to process your query, it may be necessary for Cork County Council to collect Personal information from
you. Such information will be processed in line with our privacy statement which is available to view here
D'fhonn do cheist a phróiseáil, d'fhéadfadh sé a bheith riachtanach do Chomhairle Contae Chorcaí faisnéis
phearsanta a bhailiú uait. Déanfar an fhaisnéis sin a phróiseáil de réir ár ráiteas príobháideachta atá ar fáil le
breathnú anseo
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Introduction
CCC welcomes the themed approach to investment in water services set out in the draft investment
plan. We have a shared interest in maintaining the safe supply of water and treatment of waste
water to the businesses and communities. As an environmental authority we also have a shared
objective in terms of environmental protection. We actively monitor and report on river water and
bathing water quality and we are aware of the need for significant investment to reduce the impact
of public water services on these receptors.
Cork County Council is also charged with stewarding and facilitating sustainable social and economic
growth in the county. We are currently actively engaged in preparing the next County Development
Plan 2021 – 2027 ( next plan due to be adopted May 2021). Informed by the strong principles and
targets set out in the National Planning Framework and the National Development Plan, we are
engaged with the Regional Assembly in the development of the Regional Spatial & Economic
Strategy (RSES).
In particular we have completed an exercise to assess the capacity of existing water services
infrastructure to accommodate the targeted future growth in our key towns and villages which is
emerging from the above strategies.

Provision for Growth
We note from recent regional briefings that Irish Water’s planned approach to the preparation of
the Capital Investment Plan is to initially work with general CSO population projections in the
strategic objectives to ‘Support Social & Economic Growth’ and ‘Invest in our Future’. Irish Water has
stated that the plan will be reviewed in the context of the completed RSESs and County
Development Plans. We see a risk here in that the proportional allocation of available funding to
objectives may prove difficult to alter and the specific listing of schemes for investment will create a
strong level of expectation which may also present a difficulty in terms of incorporating future
changes.
We believe that it is in everyone’s interest to take account at the earliest possible stage of identified
water services constraints which will impact on core strategic growth areas. This will enable better
coordination of our strategic planning and in particular the realistic phasing of growth based on
achievable infrastructure provision. In order to realise the ambitious growth targets set out in the
National Planning Framework, development must be enabled on a significant scale in the short term.
The availability of water services is a critical enabler. The proposed €483M for Social & Economic
Growth does not appear to be adequate to address the ambitious growth targets set out in the
National Planning Framework.

Small Towns & Villages
The Small Towns & Villages Growth Programme will be very significant for Cork County as we have a
network of smaller towns and villages which play a key role in sustaining our rural communities. We
look forward to early engagement on this in developing the ‘growth capex deficit’. We note, with
concern, the reference to the Rural Regeneration Fund as a means to provide wastewater

infrastructure in un-sewered villages. This could significantly impact on the funding available to LAs
to pursue their responsibilities to provide town enhancement, amenity and economic development
projects.

Spend Distribution & Listed Schemes
In Table E1, we note the strong focus on Wastewater ( €2.1 of the €5 Billion) and the inclusion of 56
WasteWater Plants and Networks in County Cork in the draft plan. We welcome this commitment
but there are some specific locations where we feel Irish water’s plans may not be aligned with
growth requirements. We are however, very disappointed with the inclusion of only 5 Water Supply
Schemes, 3 of which are in progress in the current Investment Plan. Inniscarra Sludge Upgrade is at
practical completion and will be dewatering sludge within 1 month. The Contract includes a 12
months operate which will extend to Aug 2019. Tenders for the Skibbereen Regional Water Supply
Scheme are being evaluated at present and it is expected that this 18 month contract would be
completed in 2019. The 3rd is the rolling Mains Rehab which is delivering c 15km per year in County
Cork and equates to a replacement of only 0.3% of the 4,855Km of water mains in County Cork.

We wish to highlight in particular the following schemes where water/wastewater infrastructure
deficits pose serious risks to our objectives for sustainable growth:
Drinking Water
1. Clonakilty/ Dunmanway Regional Water Supply Scheme.
This scheme was and is required to meet the current demand and growth in Clonakilty. CCC
identified the additional source in Curraghalicky Lake , purchased the Land , were successful
in obtaining the Abstraction Order and progressed this Scheme through WSIP.
It was included in the current CIP but was deleted by IW at a late stage. The IW Jacob/Tobin
National Water Resources Plan ( Sept 2016) noted the 24hr Capacity of 8,600m3/day, no
headroom, the need for the augmentation from Curralicky Lake and the expected
completion by 2020.
The IW Statement of Needs ( SON) notes the Yield in Clonakilty at 8,600m3/day, 2015
demand 8,194 m3, projected 2025 demand 9,844 m3 and projected 2035 demand
10,393m3/day.
It is clear that there is no headroom in Clonakilty and the current drought conditions has
resulted in the need to sandbag the intake on 2 occasions and also tankering 400m3/day.
Clonakilty is a large regional water supply scheme with 480km of mains. The UFW is 40%
and the Leakage at 5m3/km/day is the lowest in County Cork and significantly lower than
Scottish Water at 25 and Thames Water at 30m3/km/day.
Clonakilty is the largest settlement in West Cork and plays a significant role as a Strategic
Employment Centre for West Cork and as a focus retail services for an extensive rural
hinterland. It is also a significant tourism centre. The Local Area Plan 2017 makes provision
for an additional 1,500 housing units to 2023 on 93 Ha of zoned Residential Land. Over 30ha
of land has also been zoned for business and industrial uses to facilitate additional
employment uses in the town.

2. Monard SDZ and Cork City North Environs
Monard : The planning Scheme for Monard Strategic Development Zone was approved by
An Bord Pleanála in 2016. The area comprises 391ha and a new town is proposed to provide
approximately 4,750- 5,850 new houses, with associated supporting educational,
commercial and community development etc, with a projected population of 13,000 people.
Monard is within the administrative area of Cork County Council. The Planning Scheme
envisages connection to the Cork Harbour and City WSS and Carrigrennan WWTP. Phased
development is envisaged and the Local Area Plan 2017 makes provision for 1,700 houses to
2023. Development of a new rail based town at Monard is supported by the NPF and it
represents a huge opportunity to deliver much needed housing along a transport corridor
during this period of crisis. Monard is well positioned between Urban Expansion areas in the
City North Environs (Ballyvolane) and Blarney (Stoneview) , with easy access to expanding
city centre employment market as well as more established Strategic Employment Areas in
Little Island, Carrigtwohill, Kilbarry and Cork Harbour. Substantial investment in water
services infrastructure will be needed to facilitate development at Monard.
Cork City North Environs includes areas such as Lota, Ballyvolane, Dublin Hill, Kilbarry and
parts of Knocknaheeny and Hollyhill. The Local Area Plan 2017 makes provision for an
additional 2,281 housing units to 2023, including a proposed Urban Expansion Area at
Ballyvolane. There is also a strategic landbank (58ha) for industrial use at Kilbarry.
Substantial investment in Water and Wastewater infrastructure is needed to facilitate
development in the North Environs of the City. In accordance with the NPF and RSES,
significant additional population growth will need to be accommodated in the existing and
expanded city area. Cork City Council will be the Planning Authority for these areas when the
boundary extension is completed, and should be consulted on this issue.
3. Expansion of Inniscarra Water Treatment Plan
The current capacity is 90ML/day. The average production in 2017 was 60Ml/day, but did
reach 88.6 ML/day. The additional demands from rationalising Tibbotstown ( 3,600m3/day),
extension to Midleton ( 5,255 new houses ) and Whitegate, strategic link to the City Water
Works, increases in Ballincollig ( 4,033 new Houses ), South Environs(1,282 new houses),
Carrigaline (2,422 ), North Environs(2,281) and Monard ( 1,700), Blarney( 2,566),
Carrigtwohill ( 3,656), Cobh ( 1,778), Passage West ( 925), in addition to employment growth
at the Strategic Employment areas of Little Island and Ringaskiddy, will result in the need to
expand the Plant.
( Note the housing growth figures above are pre NPF and RSES and the objectives of both
these plans will lead to the need to plan for significant additional employment and housing
growth in the city, city suburbs and Metropolitan Cork towns.)
The Plant is designed to be ultimately capable of treating 227ML/day. The Layout is such
that modular extensions can be carried out to meet the increasing demands.

4. Rehab Mains Replacement
The proposed 0.3% annual replacement is far too low and should be at least 2%.
25.6% of the 4,855Km of water mains in County Cork are Asbestos Cement, many class B
which was banned in the UK in the mid 1970s. This is significantly higher than the 10%
nationally and most need replacement. CCC has 500km of HDPE which were also banned in
the UK and will need to be replaced. There were 3,867 Bursts in CC in 2017. The Leakage
Data Base of 17,800 bursts shows 19% AC. The estimated average cost of replacing the full
length AC is €4,000 and CCC is replacing c 15 full lengths each week. The estimated cost of
the 3,867 bursts in 2017 is €10.8M. There are a number of large diameter AC mains, 300mm
in Castletown Bere and 450mm in Ballygarvan which need to be slip lined with modern
MDPE. Due to frequent bursts, the Ballygarvan pipe has been isolated.
5. Youghal Water Supply Scheme
The Plant Capacity in Youghal is 5,500m3/day. The IW SON states the 2015 demand at
3,840m3/day, the projected demand for 2025 at 4,643m3/day and the projected demand
for 2035 at 4,902m3/day. CCC County Development Plan projects an additional 2,000 houses
by 2023.The UFW in Youghal is low at 35%. Additional capacity is required to meet these
demands and provide the 20% headroom.
6. Mallow Water Supply Scheme
Mallow’s water supply is a complex combination of surface water and groundwater sources.
At present the scheme as a whole operates at full capacity in late summer. Mallow has been
identified for significant growth as part of Cork county Council’s objectives in line with the
national planning Framework. In order to facilitate the rapid pace of growth envisaged there
is a need to further augment Mallow’s water supply particularly to service lands west of the
N20.
Waste water
1. Wastewater Management Strategy for Cork Harbour
Cork City and Suburbs has been singled out for very significant growth (up to 125,000) in the
National planning Framework. The wastewater from the city and hinterland as well as the
key settlements and industrial hubs around the harbour discharges to a large extent into the
inner harbour area. Notwithstanding tidal flows, the harbour has a finite capacity for
assimilation of treated effluent. It is essential that the overall management of wastewater
discharges into the harbour is panned strategically at an early stage to ensure efficient and
orderly provision for this unprecedented level of growth. This will likely require investment
in outfall arrangements. We recommend that formal engagement should take place
between the local authorities (City & County) and Irish Water on this issue.
2. SAC/Freshwater Pearl Mussel issues
Mallow WWTP discharges to the Blackwater in an SAC area. The potential for increased
treatment capacity has been severely hampered by regulations governing the protection of
the fresh water pearl mussel (FWPM)and the other qualifying interests of the SAC.
Notwithstanding welcome news just reaching us that the main stem of the Blackwater will

be removed from the list relating to FWPM there may still be heightened requirements in
terms of discharge which may require upgrading of the treatment system.
Dunmanway WWTP also discharges to an SAC area associated with FWMP. The plant design
preceded the discharge license and the plant cannot currently comply with ELVs. We
understand that there is still an unresolved issue in terms of the discharge location indicated
on the licence. Though not a significant investment these issues have the potential to
seriously hamper growth potential in the town.
3. Mitchelstown WWTP Capacity
We note, and welcome, the reference to ‘Mitchelstown Sewerage Scheme Network Upgrade
and WWTP Inlet Works’ in the draft plan. However our records of flow and loading suggest
that the plant is already critically overloaded. The plan should provide for a significant
capacity upgrage for Mitchelstown.

In addition to the above we will, within the next two weeks submit an addendum which sets out our
analysis of the county’s key towns and villages in terms of current availability of water supply&
wastewater treatment and scope for future growth.

Conclusion
Cork County Council would welcome an opportunity to discuss the issues set out above with Irish
water to provide both parties with a better understanding of their perspectives. If you wish to
contact us in relation to this submission, please contact either of:
Kevin Morey, County Engineer kevin.morey@corkcoco.ie
Michael lynch, Director of Planning michaelw.lynch@corkcoco.ie

